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Service of Dedication and Celebration of Return
St Ebba's was full for our Celebration Service conducted by the Right Reverend Dr John Armes, Bishop of the Edinburgh Diocese (including the Lothians, Borders and Falkirk) on 25th November. The Reverend Canon Jeffry Smith assisted.  It was a wonderful atmosphere and very moving to have people from several local churches plus members from Duns and Coldstream and people who had provided us with letters of support for our grant application.  The Bishop blessed the whole of the new annexe (including the toilets) by asperging (sprinkling of Holy water with reeds) 

There are still copies of the Service booklet at the back of the church if you would like a copy.  We had a lovely finger buffet lunch provided by Jarvis Pickle and members of St Ebba's provided traybakes.
Appointment of New Priest-in-Charge
Interviews were held on 1st December and the Reverend Chris Jones from Warrington, Lancashire has been appointed as Priest-in-Charge of Christ Church Duns and St Ebba, Eyemouth. St Mary and All Souls Coldstream will join the Berwickshire Group of Churches once the Reverend Canon Jeffry Smith retires.  Chris will then become Rector of the three Berwickshire Churches.  Chris and his wife Pauline will live in the Rectory at Duns and move here at the end of April. Chris' Induction Service will take place on the evening of Monday 20th May in Christ Church Duns.
Our New Annexe
Our new annexe and refurbished church are proving popular and bookings are providing a vital source of income.  The Border Tarts, Coldingham Ukulele Group, Friendship Friday, the Lantern Group and Eyemouth Community Rowing have all booked the hall. We played host for the Advent Study groups in the Garside – Taylor room and are hosting the Lent Study groups as well.  Rates remain amazing value at £10.00 per hour including use of the kitchen. Please publicise our venue to friends.
Lent Study Groups

These started on Wednesday 13th March and will continue weekly until 17th April in the Garside – Taylor Room in the annexe.  Coffee/tea will be served from 10.30am with discussion from 11 – 12 noon.  Lent study material can be downloaded from the website www.embraceme.org
Bishop's Lent Appeal
This year Bishop John has chosen Selkirk Foodbank for his local cause and Mercy Ships UK for the international one. Mercy Ships UK funds the world's largest hospital ship, staffed entirely by volunteers, to provide free surgeries for those who do not have access to healthcare. We have some miniature jam jars for you to save your five pences in and return on Easter Sunday or the week after.
A Baptism and Two Funerals
Ruaridh Gray Holmes (grandson of Frankie Taylor) was baptised by Revd Canon Jeffry Smith on 11th November, the first time the font had been used in its new position in the church.  Family and friends were also the first to use the annexe to enjoy a buffet lunch.
Anne Frater sadly died on 4th January and her funeral was held on 21st January taken by Revd Sheila Cox.  Anne was sacristan at St Ebba's and a staunch member for many years.
Michael Donaldson, a former member of St Ebba's, died on 4th February

and his funeral was held on 12th February taken by Revd Gabrielle Ayerst.
Services 
Our Sunday Eucharists continue to be taken by Revd Gabrielle Ayerst and a recent addition helping out is Revd Lyn Philips.  We are very grateful to them coming from Berwick.
Donations of Cleaning Products
Just to keep costs down a little, and instead of fundraising(!), the Vestry wondered if you would like to contribute:  toilet rolls, squirty soap, Jey cloths, Fairy liquid, Flash floor cleaner and toilet cleaner. We have plenty Cif at the moment.
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